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From the Principal  

Dear Parents and Friends 

Term Two Review 
As term two comes to a close, our minds and hearts are full of contentment 
because its been an exceptional learning experience for all the children at 
Our Lady Of The Rosary Primary School. I would also like to take this  

opportunity to thank all the staff for their hard work and care for the children 
in our school.  Thank you too to all the parents for your support throughout 
the term. Together weôve learned much and shared many exciting  

experiences some of which include: 

¶ Diocesan Cross Country  

¶ Mothers Day Liturgy 

¶ Fortnightly Celebrations of 
Learning. 

¶ Peer Review 

¶ Infants and Primary Athletics 
Carnival 

¶ Captivate Choir Rehearsals 

¶ PJ Mufti Day  

¶ Pig The Star- Book Launch & 
Open Classrooms. 

¶ Don Bosco 25 Year Celebrations 

¶ Semester One reports and Three way interviews.  

¶ Stage 2 Soccer Gala Day 

¶ Mission Team Prayer afternoon for Parents 

¶ Life Education Program 

¶ Gold Award Celebration 

¶ Parish Sacramental Programs-Students made their First Holy  

        Communion. Currently we have students preparing for First  

        Reconciliation and Confirmation.  
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From the Principal contõdéééééééé. 

MAKING MISTAKES BY SUE LARKEY  

This is because some students have ócognitive inflexibility,ô in other words they have a óone track 
mindô and their thinking tends to be rigid. Essentially, students canôt see an alternative option or 
opinion, or get frustrated when corrected as they believe they are right. Therefore this cognitive 
inflexibility is a barrier to learning as students are prevented from learning from their mistakes. 
Hence, it is no surprise when I talk with parents and teachers I often hear the following phrases, 

ñHe doesnôt like making mistakes,ò or ñIf he gets it wrong, he stops work.ò This highlights that we need to encourage these  

children to óhave a go.ô 

¶ Break activities into small achievable steps. 

¶ Use Social Stories to support understanding that everyone makes mistakes. Reinforce the learning that, Itôs OK to make 

mistakes. 

¶ Model making mistakes and how to correct (cross out, rub out, etc.) 

¶ Use positive phrases rather than negative e.g. put your hand up vs donôt call out. 

¶ Reward óhaving a goô and or making mistakes. 

Instead of putting an ñXò for mistakes, try putting a circle around the mistake and call it an óopportunityô for learning. 

Introduce mindset activities 

An effective way to address this is to introduce the concept of ñA Change Starts with a 
Change in Attitude.ò It is great to make a visual students can refer back to before they start 
work or when they are stuck. Use this worksheet to encourage students to consider words 

they often say and help them find replacements words to change their mindset. 

Other Ideas to encourage a change in mindset 

¶  Show them how to ask for help and remind them everyone needs help. 

¶  Recognise where they have had a go, praise them for trying rather than getting it right 

¶  Remind them we are all learners -making mistakes is part of learning. 

¶  Discuss ñNegativeò and ñPositiveò self talk. 

¶  Discuss your thought processes out loud when things arenôt working. 

¶ Talk about a Plan B i.e. ñI tried this strategy it didnôt work, thatôs okay I will try Plan B.ò 

 

ASSERTIVENESS TIPS FOR STUDENTS 
Assertiveness is the sweet spot between two extremes: 

·      Aggressive ï Prioritising your own needs; using threats or violence to get your way; 

·      Passive ï Doing things you donôt want to do because of pressure or threats; 

·      Assertive ï Standing up for yourself without diminishing others; strong, not mean. 

Assertive communication is a hard skill to learn. Our culture sometimes tends to reward aggression. Put downs are framed as 
humour in cartoons and sitcoms, and the Internet can be a platform for bullying. Itôs hard to find examples of assertiveness in 
the public sphere. Thatôs why teachers and parents need to explicitly teach assertiveness so students internalise skills and use 
them in everyday situations. 

Strategies to encourage óhaving a goô: 

A Change Starts with a Change in Attitude 
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Often when some students donôt know what to do they use standard phrases such as, ñIôm Stupid, ñIôm boredò or ñI forgot.ò 
They use these phrases instead of asking for help. In my experience this is often due to fear of failure and/or their one track 
mind. 

A key part of increasing participation and engagement is getting students to ñhave a goò 

BUTéé..have you ever noticed that making mistakes is particularly frustrating for some children? 



From the Principal contõdéééééééé. 

Some techniques: 
The ònice noó ï When a student feels pressured to go along with other peopleôs ideas or invitations (ñDo 
you want to trade lunches?ò), it can be effective to say, ñNo, thanksò or ñThanks for asking, but not todayò. 

Setting a boundary and holding to it ï When asked to do something outside your comfort zone (ñCan I 
copy off your paper?ò), itôs effective to say, ñNo, Iôm not comfortable with thatò and not feel compelled to give 
reasons. 

Asking for some thinking time ï When asked for something and youôre not ready to answer, an assertive 
response is to say, ñIôm not sure how to answer that right now. Can I get back to you later today?ò Ask for 
the amount of time you need to get more information, weigh other options, and reflect on your feelings about 
the situation. 

Stating your needs ï It may seem that others are ignoring or disrespecting your needs when the problem is 
that you actually havenôt articulated them clearly enough. For example, a student might say to a teacher, 
ñCould you please repeat that? I need to hear the directions againò. 

Using an òI feeló message ï This may be the best way to communicate your feelings and emotional needs 
so others have a chance to understand ï for example, saying to a friend, ñI feel sad when you cancel our 
plans, because I love hanging out with youò. 

Responding to aggression ï Sometimes an assertive statement is met with an aggressive response. A 
good next step is to calmly remove yourself from the conversation, saying, ñI think I communicate my 
thoughts clearly, so thereôs not much more to talk aboutò. 
 

Thank You Miss Crowther Wilkinson  

Many parents are aware that Miss Kayla Crowther-Wilkinson will be leaving Our La-
dy of the Rosary at the end of Term 2. Kayla has worked at OLR over the past 18 
months and we thank her for teaching the students in her care. 

Mrs Wendy DôSouza will commence working in Kindergarten as Diversity Support 
teacher in Week One Term 3 until the end of the school year.  Mrs DôSouza is famil-
iar with our students and the OLR School community. Iôm sure the kindergarten chil-
dren will enjoy having Mrs DôSouza work with them. 

We welcome Mrs Wendy DôSouza to Kindergarten and we wish Miss Kayla Crowther-Wilkinson all the very 
best for the future. 

Thought for the Week 
                  ñGod Loves Courageous and Generous Soulsò 

              Mary MacKillop 14.12.1890 

Have a Blessed Week  

and a fantastic holiday!!  
 

Michael Siciliano 

PRINCIPAL                                       
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PARENT & VISITOR TOILET 

Parents and visitors are asked to only use the óParent and Visitorô toilet clearly labelled 

on the right hand side as you walk up the small set of stairs towards  

the Year 1 classroom. 

All other toilets are for the use of the children only. 

Thank you for your support in this matter. 



From the Assistant Principalõs deské  
Welcome to my desk.  In each Newsletter I will provide general information, ideas 

and tips for parents in either Literacy and Numeracy. If you have a particular  

question or query in regards to the curriculum let me know and I will be happy to 

address it.  

At Our Lady of the Rosary we are constantly looking toward innovative and engaging ways to  

present the curriculum to our students. Over the past year our teachers have been investigating 

the Project Based Learning framework to integrate units of work and bring the learning to life 

for the students. It involves the students using an inquiry approach to work on projects with an 

authentic purpose and audience. The students develop 21st Century skills that they can use across 

multiple disciplines.  
 

WHAT IS PBL? 

PBL is the ongoing act of learning about different subjects simultaneously. This is achieved by guiding 
students to identify, through research, a real-world problem (local to global) developing its solution  
using evidence to support the claim, and presenting the solution through a multimedia approach based 
in a set of 21st-century tools. 

The students show what they learn as they journey through 

the unit, interact with its lessons, collaborate with each  

other, and assess themselves and each other. They don't just 

take a test or produce a product at the end to show their 

learning.  
 

Project -based learning is grounded in the following  

elements: Role-playing, Real -world scenarios, writing  

genres, Multiple reading genres, Authentic assessments of 

multiple skills,, Authentic audiences, Real -world expertise 

brought into the classroom,  Research and comprehension of 

subjects, Student choice, Collaboration, Communication 

(writing, oral speaking, visual presentations, publishing, etc.)  
 
 
 

Our Stage 3 students have worked on some interesting projects so far this year in  

Geography, Science, Maths and Religion.  
 

Here is an example of a Driving Question:  

How can we as magazine editors and geographers create a magazine to inform our 
school about the features and characteristics of an Asian country? 

 

 

The driving question is presented to the students and 

together they brainstorm what they already KNOW 

and what they NEED TO KNOW in order to be able 

to be successful.   
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From the Assistant Principalõs desk 
contõdéééééé.. 
)Î ÔÈÉÓ 0", 0ÒÏÊÅÃÔȟ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÏÒËÅÄ ÉÎ ÇÒÏÕÐÓ ÔÏ 
ÐÌÁÎȟ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÁÎÄ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÅÎÄ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔȢ 4ÈÅ ÔÅÁÃÈȤ
ÅÒÓ ÒÁÎ ×ÏÒËÓÈÏÐÓ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÅÎÓÕÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ 
ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÈÁÄ ÔÈÅ ÓËÉÌÌÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÎÅÅÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏȤ
ÊÅÃÔȢ 
4ÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ËÎÅ× ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÈÁÄ ÁÎ ÁÕÔÈÅÎÔÉÃ 
ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÎ ÁÕÄÉÅÎÃÅȢ 4ÈÅÙ 
ÌÅÁÒÎÔ ÈÏ× ÔÏ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍ-ÓÏÌÖÅȟ ÒÅÓÏÌÖÅ ÉÓÓÕÅÓȟ ×ÏÒË ÉÎÄÅȤ
ÐÅÎÄÅÎÔÌÙ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÌÌÁÂÏÒÁÔÉÖÅÌÙ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄ Á ÃÏÍÍÏÎ ÇÏÁÌȢ 
 

Here are a couple of snapshots of student work they produced using Lucidpress on their Chromebooks.  

I asked some Year 5 students how they feel about PBLé  

 
 
 
 
 
 

I like working with my peers and interacting with my peers. (Gardinia)  

I like how itõs interactive and you can work with each other. You can have your own opinion. Itõs fun! (Biar)      

I like PBL because it gives us a better understanding of what we are learning. In our Religion PBL we learnt how we 
can follow Jesus and how we can teach others how to act. (Amelia)  

PBL is fun. I like working on the Chromebooks. (Kiir)  

 

Kind Regardsé.Let us remember that as many hands build a house, so many hearts make this 

school.  
 

Mrs Julianne Regan  
Assistant Principal  
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Congratulations to the Thomas Family!! 

Christina KN on the arrival of a brother born on 

25th June 2018 

 

 

 

 


