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Principal contbédééé

A Saint in the making

At last friday's staff briefing Father Brendan shared with our teachers some information about a special
may be Australiabdés second Saint.

A feisty religious rebel who took on Rome and inspired a congregation of nuns to dedicate their lives tQ
Mary MacKillop as Australia's next candidate for sainthood.

A tweyear study into the saintly qualities of Eileen O'Connor, founder of the Our Lady's Nurses for the P,
headquarters in Coogee, is believed to be before the Archbishop of Sydney, on whether to take the c3
to the Vatican.

Supporters of Eileen O'Connor have kept her application quiet but a biography out today describes a
firsthand account of how a statue of the Virgin Mary came to life in her presence, her visions of Jesus
the neapristine state of her body 16 years after it was buried.

"l can assure you as an historian there are a number of others who are a long way behind her that ha
saints," said the book's author, John Hosie.

"She ranks right up with those great Australian women Caroline Chisholm and Mary MacKillop; she rea
early 20th century that matched up with the achievements of those more able persons in the 1800s."
Beyond the metaphysical, Eileen O'Connor's life is a miracle borne of determination and conviction. Ho
Eileen, The Life of Eileen O'Connor, draws on information collected by Bishop David Walker for her cag
woman of unfailing faith and religious conviction who, despite a life marked by enormous physical pain,
religious conventions of the time by helping the poor in their homes.

The Melbourdrn woman, who was known affectionately as Little Mother, never grew more than 115
the result of a spinal fracture caused by a childhood accident and the complications of tuberculosis.

In her last years Eileen suffered paralysis, to the extent she was confined to bed and unable to walk,
of one hand. She would also lapse into unconsciousness for days at a time.

Yet, despite her disability, she travelled to the Vatican to fight an attempt to expel a local priest, Fathe
for his involvement asazmder of her society, and won.

However, she failed to stop the church from removing spiritual and financial support from her nurse
McGrath's exile from Australia. She also unsuccessfully pursued her own case of defamation agains
before Rome's legal tribunals and at one time feared excommunication.

Hosie said he admired O'Connor for her humility, feistiness and fortitude. He considered her a holy wo

if she were trying to persuade God about the worth of something that she wanted to happen” and touch
matter how brief the encounter.

But only the Catholic Church, he said, could decide if she was Australia's next candidate for sainthood.
Hosie's book records how a young nurse wrote home to her mother telling how she had witnessed a
come to life in Eileen's presence. The nurse said the statue grew to an image "faint yet clear and bed
"Baby's arm in St Joseph's arms and the eyes also moved".

He also tells how, when Eileen's body was exhumed in 1936, about 16 years after her death, she was
darling"”, her hair still glossy, her nails perfect and her body not cold.

Eileen died aged 28 in 1921, and her body is buried in the chapel at Coogee, where up to 200 pilgri
visit on January 10, the anniversary of her death.

Nine decades after the foundation of Our Lady's Nurses for the Poor and 50 years after the nurses we
religious congregation, 16 sisters continue her work among the city's needy.

The priest and writer Edmund Campion said Eileen O'Connor was a strong candidate for sainthood if t
to her by ordinary Catholics was any measure. However, the success of any campaign for her beatifica
sainthood would rest on the support of the local church and the acceptance of its arguments by Rome.
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From the Principal cont édééé

HOPE OUR DADS HAD A GREAT DAY ON SUNDAY
Last Friday we celebrated a special father's day liturgy followed by the father's day ¢
Sincere thanks to the teachers and parents involved in organising both these
Hereds a prayer for all 0

Father's Day Prayer of Remembering

"Fathers young, fathers old
Remembering good times are our gold.

Value earned through guidance given
Helping us go forth in/livin'.

Each father adding to our trove
A treasure \chest of love unteld.

Remembering fathers\in our lives
Taking time tolrealize.

Fatherly love-bringswealth to living
Rememberingjthis,\we go forth in giving.

Fathers young, fathers old
We remember you all
As life unfolds."

Susan Kramer

Thought for the Week
ARnSeek first the poorest most negl e
Mary MacKillop 190" g

Have a Blessed Week
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS at OLR

From the page of the Religious Education Coordinator

Parish Mass times are | isted for your convenience.
You are encouraged to join the believing community
foll owing ti mes.

Saturday 6. 00p%unday 7.30am, 9.&0GamBdO0Opm0. 30am

We are blessed to have t hand eMa sesn stiiveesc.hoi ce f o
What time is the most suitable time for you and

Sunday, 210 September 2017:Twenty -Third Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A

Gospel Acclamation 2 Cor5:19

Alleluia, alleluia!

God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself;

and the Good News of reconciliation he has entrusted to us.
Alleluia!

Gospel Mt 18:15 -20

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

If your brother or sister listens to you, you will have won that person back.

Jesus said to his disciples: 6l f your brother does somet
between your two selves. If he listens to you, you have won back your brother. If he does not listen, take

one or two others with you: the evidence of two or three witnesses is required to sustain any charge. But if

he refuses to listen to these, report it to the community; and if he refuses to listen to the community, treat

him like a pagan or a tax collector.

6l tell you solemnly, whatever you bind on earth shall

on earth shall be considered loosed in heaven.

6l tell you solemnly once agai i two of you on earth
by my Father in heaven. For where two or i n my name, I S

Reflection on the Gospel

Jesus in today's Gospel attends to this destructive side of our human nature. Jesus teaches us that those

who do not love their neighbour as they should are to be treated with dignity and respect and offered every

opportunity to seek forgiveness until it is clear they can no longer be a part of the Christian family.

The chall enge and hall mark of the Christian | ife is the
The | ove and forgiveness of God does not mean that Odanyt
conversion. We can witness to it only to the degree that we have experienced it, from God, from others, and

in the way we love and forgive ourselves.

E Richard Leonard SJ.
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CATHOLI C VALUES across the curriculum

CViPositive View of Life

CvZCommunity and Common Good

CV3Freedom from Oppression

CV4Hope and resurrection

CvV5Search for Truth and Wi sdom

CVvVé6 Sacramentality or Godds presence in the whole worl d
CViReconciliation

+tLweqdnfti nue to be a focus at school which is where we
Val ues and their | ink with our understanding and explora

This term we are f ocusciomg roon tamed \pierrtsweevse raafiMts€olleen Fuller
REC Coordinator
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We have had a busy two weeks celebrating
Literacy and the love of books! What a great
turnout for our Annual ~ Book Fair
Many thanks to Mrs Rebecca Weston and her
daughter Abby for giving so much of their time
to run the book fair.
:# Thank you to all the mums, dads, grandparents
and friends who
supported the OLR students by purchasing
some quality books.
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What do we do now?
1.All students brought home their stamp

t asks.

Collect all your sponsorship mone

ship card.

Al | Monies and sponsBRISDAY s8 tcha r SIESH
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to Dani el
cards and money.

Congratul ati ons
sponsorship

have returned their
cel.eb?Pat edinelrie SWere 1 ots of different
with our family members. Take a
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photos | ater on

Kat hryn Burnett
ng Assistant Principal
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