
Our Lady of the Rosary School  
 

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish  

Fr Brendan - 9623 1962 

From the Principal  

Dear Parents and Friends 

 

REFLECTIONS OF TERM THREE, 2017. 

Here we are at the end of a superb term three, 2017, at Our Lady of The 
Rosary School. Many educational achievements have been realized and we 
have much to acknowledge and celebrate. 

A few of the blessings and successes we have shared this term are: 

¶OLR Voice of Youth for the year 6 students of the Diocese. 

¶Gymnastics Dance Fever for all students K-6. 

¶Celebrating Kinders 100th day at OLR. 

¶The Human Race PBS4L show. 

¶Weekly Parish Mass. 

¶Celebration of Learning assemblies. 

¶K-6 Excursions. 

¶Book Week Travel A Thon & Book Character Parade. 

¶Netball and Touch football Gala Days. 

¶Father's Day Liturgy & Afternoon Sports Tabloids. 

¶OLRôs Got Talent. 
 

CRITICAL READING ON THE INTERNET 

Although the abundance of previously 
excluded perspectives is a positive  
outgrowth of the Internet and social 
media, the downside of digital texts is 
that anyone can say almost anything. 

 

No credentials, no fact checking and no 
editorial boards are required. This makes 
teaching students how to read  

informational texts with a critical eye more important than ever. One way 
parents and teachers can approach this responsibility is to encourage  
children to use guiding questions when reading digital or any other  
informational texts. 

Three guiding questions: 

1.What story is being told? 
2.Who's telling the story? 

3.How would the story be different if someone else told it? 
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The first question encourages readers to get the gist of the piece. The second question requires many  
students to think in new ways because students are often unaccustomed to questioning the authority of the 
authors they read. The third question invites thinking about perspectives that are left out. How would the 
story be different if it were told from the perspective of a person or group whose interests were very  
different from those presented in the piece? 

 

Critical readers need to notice when they're only being given part of the story and understand why they're 
being persuaded to believe a single story. 

 

SPRING CLEANING 

Each year the first week of spring is ñKeep our Country Beautiful Weekò; it is a reminder to communities 
and households to spring clean their local environment. Besides adding to the environment by perhaps 
planting a tree, we are encouraged to look at three other areas: 

 

1. It is estimated that there are tens of millions of unused mobile phones across our country and many  
contain materials that are harmful to the environment if they reach landfill. Approximately 90% of the plastic 
and metal in mobile phones can be recovered and recycled. 

 

2. If every household in our country replaced two or more standard light globes with energy-saving light 
globes, this would be the equivalent of taking hundreds of thousands of cars off the road each year and 
save enough energy to power entire townships of homes for an entire year. 

 

3. On average multiple tonnes of printer cartridges are sent to landfill in our country each year and take 
up to 450 years to decompose. Recycling cartridges would greatly reduce this burden on our environment. 

 

The general message is, if we can make small changes at home, at work, at school, then collectively, we 
can make a worthwhile difference to our community. Not only can this apply to the physical environment 
around our community, it can also apply to the emotional environment within our family group. A familyôs 
emotional environment can be made happier and healthier if the family decided to: 

 

1. Become better listeners. Listening is very different from hearing. Listening involves comprehending not 
just the facts that are presented, but the intention and emotional overtones as well. Good listeners give 
their total attention to the speaker; they donôt half listen because they are too busy formulating their 
response. Good listeners are not told, ñYou didnôt hear what I said!ò 

 

2.Concentrate on solutions. When something goes wrong, it is somewhat natural to identify whom you 
think made it go wrong, in other words who is to blame. Often this leads to argument and damage to trust. 
Instead, we need to turn our efforts to finding a solution. We need to identify the circumstance and the  
motive then decide on a course of collective action to get things back on track. Blaming causes resentment 
and the loss of goodwill. 

 

3. Practise courtesy. Courtesy costs nothing and benefits everyone. Courtesy is exercising good manners 
and treating other family members, as we would like to be treated. Genuine courtesy is a way of each  
family member saying, ñI careò; it is the expression of your consideration for the feelings of someone else. 
Courtesy emphasises we instead of me. The way we trust other people allows them to see into our hearts. 

 

Not only does our country have a beautiful environment, it has beautiful people as well. However, to keep 
them beautiful both need caring for and both need an occasional concerted effort to keep them ñup to 
scratchò. 
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God, our Father 

we thank You 

for the gifts of our environment and family. 

Give us enlightened minds 

and caring hearts 

to look after both well. 

Amen 
 

Thought for the Week 

ñWork on humbly with the means that God has placed at your disposalò 

                         Mary MacKillop 20.8.1886 

 

Have a Blessed  and Peaceful Holiday  

Michael Siciliano 

PRINCIPAL 

 

 

******************************************************************************************* 

From the Acting Assistant Principalõs Desk 
 

A guide to helping children with reading at home:  
 

To parents and carers, 

You make a difference to your childrenôs reading journey. Your role as an advocate for your childrenôs 
reading success cannot be overestimated. It has a direct impact on the ease and confidence with which 
they pursue their reading and writing. It is the joy and love of sharing a good book on a nightly basis 
that sets the foundation for their reading success, and ensures that reading is given the priority it  

deserves. Reading regularly with someone who cares is the inspiration that all readers deserve. 

 

Proven benefits of reading with your child: 

* Relationship building 

* Childrenôs reading improves 

* Children read more 

* Childrenôs self-esteem improves 

* Reading unites families through shared stories 

 
Enjoy the holiday period with your children. Embrace 
the time you have together and lose yourself in a 
world of great literacy. 
 

Mrs Kathryn Burnett 

Acting Assistant Principal 

 
 

 

 
 

 

. 
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Please be advised that at the commencement of Term 4 

Monday 9th October ALL students are to be wearing 

their summer school uniform.  



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS at OLR 
From the page of the Religious Education Coordinator 

Parish Mass times are listed for your convenience.   

You are encouraged to join the believing community for Holy Mass at one of the following times. 

Saturday 6.00pm.                    Sunday 7.30am, 9.00am. 10.30am  & 5.30pm 

We are blessed to have this extensive choice for Week-end Mass times. 

What time is the most suitable time for you and the family to attend Mass? 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation See Acts 16:14  

Alleluia, alleluia!  

Open our hearts, O Lord,  

to listen to the words of your Son.  

Alleluia!  

Gospel     Mt 20:1 - 16  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew  

Why are you jealous because I am generous?      

Jesus said to his disciples: óThe kingdom of heaven is like a landowner going out at  

daybreak to hire workers for his vineyard.  He made an agreement with the workers for one 

denarius a day, and sent them to his vineyard. Going out at about the third hour he saw others 
standing idle in the marketplace and said to them, ñYou go to my vineyard too and I will give you 

a fair wage.ò So they went. At about the sixth hour and again at about the ninth hour, he went out 
and did the same. Then at about the eleventh hour he went out and found more men standing 
round, and he said to them, ñWhy have you been standing here idle all day?ò ñBecause no one has 

hired usò they answered. He said to them, ñYou go into my vineyard too.ò In the evening, the 

owner of the vineyard said to his bailiff, ñCall the workers and pay them their wages,  

starting with the last arrivals and ending with the first.ò So those who were hired at about 

the eleventh hour came forward and received one denarius each. When the first came, they  

expected to get more, but they too received one denarius each. They took it, but grumbled at the 

landowner. ñThe men who came lastò they said ñhave done only one hour, and you have treated 
them the same as us, though we have done a heavy dayôs work in all the heat.ò He answered one 

of them and said, ñMy friend, I am not being unjust to you; did we not agree on one denarius? 
Take your earnings and go. I choose to pay the last -comer as much as I pay you. Have I no right 

to do what I like with my own? Why be envious because I am generous?ò 

Thus the last will be first, and the first, last.ô 

The gospel of the  Lord.  

R: Praise to you Lord Jesus christ  
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Sunday, 24 Sep 2017: Twenty - fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time -  Year A  



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS at OLR contõd 
REFLECTION on the GOSPEL by Dianne Bergant CSS  

Our attention shifts slightly in these last Sundays of Ordinary Time.                     We turn from 

concentration on the character and responsibilities of discipleship to reflection on the 
import of the end of time.   As we move toward the close of the liturgical year, we are invited to 

consider the final coming of Christ and the last judgment.  

The thought of judgment is enough to strike fear in the hearts of many. We sometimes experience 
tension between the idea of divine justice, which requires that the good be adequately rewarded 

and the evil be appropriately punished, and that of the mercy of God, which we hope will be  

generously extended to us.          As seen in the readings for this Sunday, the justice of God 

does not conform to the standards of human justice. It is incomprehensible, because its 
foundation is mercy. While we might find consolation in this view of divine judgment when it is 
directed toward us, our hearts do not always seem to be generous enough to rejoice in the mercy 

extended to others. It is almost as if we feel that we have been cheated in some way, if God is 

merciful to others.    However, divine mercy can work in us to abolish our pettiness and  

indignation and replace it with generosity of heart. We are called to conduct ourselves with this 

kind of generosity, this kind of love, this kind of mercy.  
 

Vale Fr Jerry (Jeremiah) Breen Salesian of Don Bosco 

Born in Knocknagashel, Ireland 12 December 1930 
Last Monday September 11, in Melbourne a memorial service was held within a 
large and supportive Salesian community, to farewell Fr Jerry and celebrate the 
most generous way he had served the Lord with simplicity, generosity and great 
joy. 
Fr Brendan, Fr Guy, Fr John and Br Jeff drove to Melbourne to concelebrate the 
requiem mass in his honour. Many parishioners and students from Our Lady of 
the Rosary will remember Fr Jerry and his significant years of service within this 
community. 
As a school community we wish to acknowledge the generous way he served 
this community. It was quite common for Fr Jerry to have chocolates for each 
child to be distributed once the students returned to school. 
He delighted to see the students involved in prayer and devotion at Mass. His 
words were always warm and encouraging toward all students and adults. His 
humility and selflessness within the community always shone brightly. Fr Jerry 
has been missed and well remembered since his retirement within the Salesian Community in  
Melbourne. 
Our prayers of thanksgiving and petition have been with him in illness and old age. We continue to pray 
for him as he continues his eternal life with the Lord. 
Fr Jerry Breen died on Friday 1st September, in Melbourne-surrounded and supported by the Salesian  
community. 

Fr Jerryôs Pastoral Ministry was as Priest. Missionary. Teacher. Pastor. 

Interestingly Fr Jerry was Fr Brendanôs teacher at one point in his ministry.  

 ñGo now to those whom I send you - It is Yahweh who speaks!ò      (Jeremiah 1:7-8) 
 

Across this school year we are learning how to name and make explicit CATHOLIC VALUES across the 
curriculum, as expected by the Diocese. 
 

CATHOLIC VALUES inform our choice to live a virtuous life (e.g. respect, kindness, honesty, self 
control, perseverance, service and forgiveness) as revealed to us in Sacred Scripture. 
I list these Catholic Values for your awareness, consideration and further discussion at home within 
your family. 
Further explanation of these Catholic Values can be found on the Catholic Values across the  
Curriculum website. As a Catholic School it is our intent that these Catholic Values are embedded 
throughout all our learning and living. 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS at OLR contõd 
CATHOLIC VALUES across the curriculum 
CV1 - Positive View of Life 
CV2 ï Community and Common Good 
CV3 ï Freedom from Oppression 
CV4 ï Hope and resurrection 
CV5 ï Search for Truth and Wisdom 
CV6 ï Sacramentality or Godôs presence in the whole world 
CV7 ï Reconciliation 
 

VIRTUES are seen in our words and actions, and are put into practice because of 
our Catholic Values. Virtues continue to be a focus in all behaviour, which is where we 
demonstrate our awareness of Catholic Values and their link with our understanding and 
exploration of Sacred Scripture. 

In Term Three we have been focusing on the Virtues of Self -control and  

Perseverance.  
 
OUR LADY of the ROSARY FEAST DAY     7th October 

In Term 4 Week One we will celebrate our Feast Day. 

Since the actual Feast Day falls in the school holiday break, we will celebrate as a school 
community on Thursday 12th October. 

 

YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN US AT SCHOOL. 

 

12.15pm    Liturgy of the Word in the School Undercroft Area 

1.00pm -    1.45pm   Picnic lunch in the school grounds. 

Sausage Sizzle lunch available for students and parents. ($5.00 sausage sandwich,  
cupcake and bottle of water. Orders need to be placed this week. See notes sent home 
on Monday 18th September) 

 

1.45pm  -   2.45pm Parents invited to visit open classrooms 

2.45pm  -   2.55pm Parents are invited to move to the school Undercroft Area as 
Teachers conduct the end of day dismissal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Colleen Fuller                               
REC Coordinator  
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In anticipation of your support, we look forward to joining you in prayer and sharing 

these Feast Day Celebrations with you. 



 
 

 
 
Congratulations to the following students on receiving the Term 3 
STAR awards. It is great to celebrate the improvements demonstrated 
by our students.  
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Term 3 STAR Awards 
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Athon: Thank you to all the families who have returned their sponsorship 
cards and money for the Travel Athon. We have raised a total of $2,887  to go  
toward Literacy resources. 

 

Congratulations to the following students who have received prizes for returning 
their sponsorship cards and money by way of a raffle; Daniel (KN), Estelle (1D), 
Jay (6M), Charlize (2V), Gabriella (KN), Mariah (KR), Matthew (6O), Antonija (2V), 
Winston (KR), Rohit (1D), Elijah (3C), George (KN) and Levi (2V). 

 

Congratulations to Trinity (5E) who raised the most sponsorship from an individual 
student. 

 

Congratulations to Year 1 for raising the most sponsorship as a grade. They will 
receive a pizza party on Friday for their collective effort. 

 

If you still have outstanding money from the Athon please send it to the school  
office by the end of term. 



 

hǳǊ [ŀŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƻǎŀǊȅ {ǘ aŀǊȅǎ   bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ                                            ²ŜŜƪ  мл 

TrAVEL Athon & BOOK Parade  

23rd August 2017  


